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Friday 8th March 2024  

It’s Friday again and the end of another busy and exciting week at Harnham Infant School. On Tuesday, 
the Curriculum Committee of governors met to discuss various aspects of our school development 
including safeguarding, curriculum, assessment and inclusion. The governors also had a look through 
some children’s books and were able to see the progress being made throughout the school. We have 
also had a meeting with Harnham Junior School to discuss our involvement in Wiltshire Council’s 
Affordable Schools programme and how we can work together across the 
site to ensure that schools are not asking too much from our parents in 
these financially challenging times. Both schools have carried out some 
surveys and we look forward to sharing the outcomes of these with you 
soon. Today, Year 2 have been on a school trip to Old Sarum as part of the 
learning about Castles, which was a great success. Please make sure you 
check your child’s Seesaw for blog updates and photographs from the 
class teachers.  

The main event of the week though must be given over to World Book Day yesterday! The children 
looked incredible in their costumes as they enjoyed celebrating reading for pleasure. Our Year 2 children 
took their favourite books over to Harnham Junior School to pair up with a Year 5 buddy and share a story 
together. They were also able to go around the school with their buddies to have a look at how the 
classroom doors had been decorated to look like a well-known book. We would like to thank our junior 
colleagues for inviting us; the children had a lovely time. Here are a few photographs for you to enjoy.   
 

 

 

     

 

Menu for week beginning 11th March:  

Monday  Tomato Pasta or Veggie Goujons with Diced Potatoes and Veg Dessert: Yoghurt and Fruit 

Tuesday  Chicken Nuggets with Diced Potatoes or Vegetable Lasagne Dessert: Apple Flapjack 

Wednesday  Ham Carbonara or Pizza with Crinkle Cut Wedges Dessert: Fruit and Jelly  

Thursday  Roast Chicken or Vegetable Pastry Crown, Yorkshire Pud and Veg Dessert: Victoria Sponge 

Friday  Fish and Chips or Cheese and Potato Frittata and Vegetables Dessert: Jumble Biscuit 

 
Dojo Rewards 
Congratulations to the Hedgehog Class who have reached their next 1,000 dojo point milestone. The 
Hedgehogs have chosen to have a pyjama and teddy day on Friday 15th March. Well done Hedgehogs! 
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Celebration Assembly  
Congratulations to Arlo – Ladybirds, Alessia – Hedgehog, Ishan – Robin, Ellis – Woodpecker, Oscar – 
Squirrel, Olivia – Bee, Henry – Dragonfly, Rocco – Owl and Bradley – Badger. The Sports Award was won 
by Isla – Bees. We are so proud of you all!  
Invitations to Celebration Assembly are sent out on a Friday for the following week, plus a reminder the 
day before. Please check your inbox carefully.  
 
Year 2 Castle Day – Thursday 28th March  
Year 2 are taking part in castle-themed activities on Thursday 28th March. Children are invited to come to 
school in fancy dress – either castle-based outfits such as knights, princesses, kings, horses, queens, even 
dragons or party clothes if you prefer an alternative. Thank you for your help. 
 
Reminder from the School Office  
Please don’t forget that if you move house or change telephone number or email addresses, you must 
inform the school office so that we have the correct contact details for you. This is for all of your 
emergency contacts too. If your child attends Breakfast or After School Club, you will also need to let Miss 
Lisa know. If you have any questions about this or want to check any details that we have on file, please 
pop to the school office where we would be happy to help. You can also send a message of any changes 
through the School Gateway App. Thank you.  
 
Free School Meals in the Easter Holidays  
For children who receive the Pupil Premium Funding, Wiltshire Council are again going to be funding 
Supermarket vouchers in the school holidays to support with mealtimes while the children are off school. 
This will be to the value of £15.00 per week so a total of £30.00 for the school holidays will be sent to 
your email inbox.  
If you have any questions about this or would like to know if your family are eligible, please contact Mrs 
Pike lpike@harnham-inf.wilts.sch.uk  
 
SEND Review Meetings  
Mrs Pike and the class teachers have been busy meeting with parents this week to discuss progress of 
children who are on the school’s SEN register. These meetings have been really positive. For parents who 
attended these meetings, please do not feel that you need to make an appointment at Parents Evening 
too as this is coming up very soon and would be a repeat of much of the information already shared. 
However, we will still ensure the children’s books are available for you to look at during these evenings if 
you would like to.  
 
Careers Week Inspiration 
This week is national careers week and during assembly on Monday, Miss Dorrington spoke to the whole 
school about different careers.  This week the focus was on the job of an archaeologist.   Although we 
appreciate that the children will not be applying for jobs any time soon, it is never too soon to start 
broadening the children's understanding and developing their aspirations for life.  Our ambition is for all 
children to believe that they can achieve anything they want and be anything they wish to be.   
To support us in developing the children's understanding of the career options available to them, Miss 
Dorrington will be focussing on different careers over the next couple of terms.  If you would be available 
on a Monday morning between 9 and 9.30am to talk to the children about your job (Miss Dorrington will 
be there to support you during the assembly), then please could you sign up on the clubs section of the 
School Gateway App. We would be delighted to welcome you!  
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FUEL – Easter Holiday Programme  
If your child is in receipt of the Pupil Premium Funding, you will 
have received an email and a video message today from Mrs 
Pike about the Holiday Club being provided for your child, free of 
charge in the Easter holidays. It is being run Monday 8th to 
Thursday 11th April, 10.00am to 2.00pm at Sarum Academy. 
Booking is now open and closes on 27th March. You can find out 
more information here: 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/leisure/fuel-programme  
 
Sponsored Reading Challenge 
As part of our recent Book Week, Mrs Sowerby set the children a challenge of completing a Sponsored 
Read in order to raise funds to purchase some books to support our topic learning across the school. We 
are so thrilled with the support that this has generated as together we have raised £890.70. Along with a 
further discount from Usborne, we will be able to spend over £1000 on new books to inspire the 
children’s learning.  
Everyone who took part will receive a certificate. THANK YOU to the families and friends who have been 
so generous in their sponsorship donations. We are very grateful.  
 
Important – changes to the timings of the school day  
You will know from the news and media this week that the government are taking action on school 
attendance and punctuality. Following a review meeting with our Education Welfare Officer this week, we 
need to tighten up on punctuality. This means that there will be some changes to timings, starting after 
the Easter holidays. This gives parents a few weeks to adjust to the 
changes.  
The new timings are as follows: 
08.45 Children begin to arrive and go up to class  
08.55 Gates shut promptly  
08.56 Registers close  
08.56-09.05 Children arrive and go through the school office. They are marked as late (L) 
09.05 Any children who arrive after this time are marked as U in the register, which is classed as 
unauthorised.  
For any children who have 10 or more unauthorised sessions within 6 months, parents will receive a fine 
from the Local Authority.  
 
The Big Easter Appeal  
We are taking part in the Big Easter Appeal at Harnham Infant School. Please bring any donations to 
school by Friday 22nd March and we will deliver them to a collection point to support the campaign. Thank 
you!   
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Parent Support Advisor:  
Chris Lister is the Parent Support Advisor for Harnham Infants, and many families benefit from her 
expertise, support and advice. She can help parents with all sorts of things including 
difficulties with behaviour, financial matters, family breakdown and bereavement. Chris is 
also happy for you to get in touch if you're worried or concerned about any school related 
matters.  
You can contact her by email psa@harnham-inf.wilts.sch.uk or by telephone 07595217569  
 
 
Dates for your diaries:  
Here are some important things coming up over the next few weeks: 
 

Whole School  

19.3.24 New2You uniform sale  

25.3.24 and 27.3.24 Parents Consultation Evenings – letter sent out this week  

EYFS 

19.3.24  Trip to Hillier Gardens  

Year 1  

14.3.24 HSA School Disco  

Year 2  

14.3.24  HSA School Disco  

 
Attendance  
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Health Matters  
In the email that was sent containing this newsletter, there is a letter from the UK Health Security Agency 
regarding preventing infections. Please do take some time to read this carefully.  
 
HSA School Disco 
Don’t forget this event is happening next week for children in year 1 and year 2. If you would like your 
child to attend, please book using the School Gateway App. The option to book will be closed on Thursday 
14th March at 4.00pm. This will allow time for us to create registers of who we are expecting to attend, 
any allergies or medical needs etc. Thank you.  
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In the Community:  
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